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New Music DC 2018 
Welcome to New Music DC! It’s been an exciting journey from our first New Music 

Happy Hour in January, through four spring concerts, and finally to this point. The 

success of this year’s past events has been a testament to the vibrancy of DC’s 

contemporary music community and to your willingness to join us in the task of 

weaving together the many creative threads of our region. 

 

New Music DC is the next step in this community building — a conference for 

Washington by Washington. The many panels and workshops presented this 

weekend were selected based on feedback you provided to our conference survey; 

our two Saturday concerts were programmed from works submitted by DC-area 

students, composers, and performers; and our Sunday “Spotlight” concert was 

made possible by the enthusiasm of our friends, colleagues, and neighbors at 

District5 Wind Quintet and the Boulanger Initiative to lend their talents to this 

endeavor. 

 

There’s plenty of growing ahead — for future conferences, for new concerts, 

venues, and formats, for better methods of spreading the word about the many 

voices that deserve to be heard — but we think New Music DC a good jumping-off 

point. We encourage you to attend as many panels, workshops, and concerts as 

you can. Please introduce yourself to new colleagues, not only during the Speed 

Dating session, but also as you relax in the lobby between activities. Finally, let us 

know how we did in planning this event, how we can improve next year, and how 

you’d like to get involved. District New Music Coalition can’t wait to make more 

music with you: far from a finish line, this conference is just the beginning! 

 

District New Music Coalition 
Founded in 2017, District New Music Coalition promotes the performance and 

appreciation of contemporary music by connecting performers, composers, 

institutions, and audiences located in the Washington, DC metropolitan area 

through concerts, conferences, and active community building. In all of its concert 

and conference programming, DNMC is dedicated to the inclusion of 

compositions, performances, and presentations by musicians and industry 

professionals from groups that are traditionally underrepresented in the classical 

and new music fields. The wealth of musical, organizational, intellectual, and 

community-minded strength in the DC area gives it the potential to become a 

driving force in the creation and advancement of contemporary classical music in 

America. At DNMC, we are determined to help DC fulfill that potential.  

 

Read more about District New Music Coalition on our website, 

districtnewmusiccoalition.com, and follow us @DistrictNMC  

on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter 

 

New Music DC Committee Members 
Bradley Green   Elizabeth Hill  William Kenlon 

Erika Loke  Ceylon N. Mitchell Dave Molk 

Michael Oberhauser Ross Wixon 



NEW MUSIC DC – SCHEDULE-AT-A-GLANCE 
 

Saturday, September 15 
 

9:00am   Registration Opens 

   New North Music Program Lobby 

 

9:45am   Welcome, group performance 

   McNeir Hall 

 

10:00am–11:00am The Entrepreneurial Musician: Navigating the Self-

Employment Work Environment 

   Studio A 

 

10:00am–11:00am New Music and the Media 

   McNeir Hall 

 

11:30am–12:30pm Composer-Performer Speed Dating 

   Studio A 

 

12:30pm   Break for Lunch 

 

 

2:00pm–3:30pm  Call for Scores Concert 1 

   McNeir Hall 

 

3:45pm–4:45pm  Founding and Leading a New Music Organization 

   McNeir Hall 

 

3:45pm–4:45pm  ROI: Digital Branding Essentials for Musicians 

   Studio A 

 

5:15pm–6:15pm  Commissioning New Music 

   Studio A 

 

6:15pm   Break for Dinner 

 

 

8:00pm–9:30pm  Call for Scores Concert 2 

   McNeir Hall 

 

 

Sunday, September 16 
 
2:00pm-4:00pm  Spotlight Concert: District5 and The Boulanger Initiative 

   McNeir Hall 

 

 

NEW MUSIC DC – SCHEDULE AND EVENT DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Saturday, September 15 
 

9:00am — Registration 

Note: Registration will open at 9:00am and continue all day. 

LOCATION: New North Music Program Lobby 

 

9:45am — Welcome 

Please join us in McNeir Hall for brief opening remarks and a participatory 

performance of Ryan Carter’s On the expressive potential of suboptimal 

speakers. This piece requires audience participation and your smart phones, so 

be sure they are fully charged! More details can be found below (WIFI account 

information can be found on the back of this program booklet): 

 

On the expressive potential of suboptimal speakers is a piece for 

motion-controlled interactive electronics synthesized on the mobile 

devices of the audience. There are no additional performers. Everyone 

should navigate to the website for the piece (ryancarter.org/suboptimal) 

and wait for the page to load; once the page has loaded, everyone 

should tap the “play” button at roughly the same time. Further 

instructions appear on the interface for each section. 

 

10:00am–11:00am — The Entrepreneurial Musician: Navigating the Self-

Employment Work Environment 

Navigating the business aspects of a musician's career can seem overwhelming. 

This panel discussion will attempt to bring some clarity to the business side of 

the music industry with the goal of helping the modern musician better define 

her/his goals, navigate and identify the common financial and legal issues, and 

better understand the diversity of career options available.  

Moderated by Ceylon N. Mitchell. 

PANEL: Lee Hinkle and Roberto Vela 

LOCATION: Studio A 

 

10:00am–11:00am — New Music and the Media 

Join a conversation that explores how print journalism, public scholarship, social 

media, and broadcasting currently interact and with and advance contemporary 

concert music. Respondents are Will Robin, widely-published author and 

Assistant Professor of Musicology at the University of Maryland, and Matt Testa, 

WOWD-LP radio host and archivist at the Peabody Conservatory of Music. 

Moderated by William Kenlon. 

PANEL: Will Robin and Matt Testa 

LOCATION: McNeir Hall 



11:30am–12:30pm — Composer-Performer Speed Dating  

Come socialize and find like-minded future collaborators! This event is open to 

anyone interested in new music, whether you are a composer, performer, 

theorist, producer, engineer, etc. Even if you just consider yourself an 

enthusiastic new music listener, you are welcome to join us for this fun, ice-

breaking event!  

Moderated by William Kenlon 

LOCATION: Studio A 

 

12:30pm — Break for Lunch 

Please see the back of this booklet for a list of on-campus restaurants within 

walking distance of New North Hall.   

 

2:00pm–3:30pm — Call-for-Scores Concert 1 

The first concert featuring selected compositions from DNMC’s 2018 Call for 

Scores. Please turn the page to view the concert program. 

 LOCATION: McNeir Hall 

 

3:45pm–4:45pm — Founding and Leading a New Music Organization 

Discussing the who, what, where, when, why, and how of leading a new music 

organization. 

Moderated by Michael Oberhauser. 

PANEL: Armando Bayolo, Elizabeth Hill, Katie Kellert, Jordan Smith, 

Michael Fili, and Chuck Perryman 

LOCATION: McNeir Hall 

 

3:45pm–4:45pm — ROI: Digital Branding Essentials for Musicians 

Learn how to manage and maximize your artistic reputation through social media 

and the web.  

Moderated by Ross Wixon. 
PRESENTER: Ceylon N. Mitchell 

LOCATION: Studio A 

 

5:15pm–6:15pm — Commissioning New Music 

Chat with professionals about the process of commissioning new works, and 

their experience with funding, contracts, sponsorship, and more.  

Moderated by Elizabeth Hill.  

PANEL: David Froom, Roberto Vela, Stephen Gorbos, and Joy-Leilani 

Garbutt 

LOCATION: Studio A 

 

 

6:15pm — Break for Dinner 

Please see the back of this booklet for a list of on-campus restaurants within 

walking distance of New North Hall. 

 

8:00pm–9:30pm — Call-for-Scores Concert 2 

The second concert featuring selected compositions from DNMC’s 2018 Call for 

Scores. Please turn the page to view the concert program. 

 LOCATION: McNeir Hall 

 

 

Sunday, September 16 

 

2:00pm–4:00pm 

Spotlight Concert: District5 Wind Quintet and The Boulanger Initiative 

LOCATION: McNeir Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW MUSIC DC – CONCERT PROGRAMS 

Call-for-Scores Concert 1 – Saturday, September 15 

2:00pm, McNeir Hall 
 

Latona ....................................................................................... Angelina Wong 

Montgomery College 

Text from Ovid’s Metamorphoses 

Jacob Coppage-Gross and Daniel Lewis, guitars 

Catherine Campbell, soprano 

Gabrielle Rivera, alto 

Harold Cáceres, piano 

Emma Baker, viola 

Joe Ichniowski, cello 

Angelina Wong, conductor 

 

Reverie for Cello and Piano ............................................ Zach Galaboff Davis 

Peabody Institute 

Kevin Jones, cello 

Elizabeth Hill, piano 

 

Three Epigrams from Stephen Hawking........................................ Ray Fields 

The University of Maryland, College Park 

Text from quotes by Stephen Hawking 

I. Look Up at the Stars 

II. I’m Not Afraid of Death 

III. Eternity  

 

Elizabeth Marie Thomas, soprano 

Ryan Chow, piano 

 

Centers ..................................................................................... Tobias Russell 

The Catholic University of America 

 

Eric Stoltzfus, cello 

Luke Russell, piano 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

dance dance dance ..................................................... Conner David McCain 

The Catholic University of America 

I.  dance. Shoveling snow 

II. dance. A pure idea forged in flesh 

III. dance. As long as the music plays 

Niklas Rodewald, flute 

Ken Watson, oboe 

Natalie Pucillo, clarinet 

Rebecca Hollister, horn 

Chris McFarlane, bassoon 

 

Looking-Glass Changes .............................................................. Sarah Horick 

Zach Gauvain, clarinet 

 

For Whom the Dog Tolls..................................................................... Ashi Day 

 

SCENE I: Arrival and Exploration 

SCENE II 

SCENE III: First Toll: Prancing 

SCENE III (b): Back in the Blind 

SCENE IV: Second Toll: Cavorting 

SCENE IV (b): Back in the Blind 

SCENE V: Third Toll: Luring 

SCENE V (b): Back in the Blind 

SCENE VI: Fourth Toll: Mesmerizing 

SCENE VII: The Tolling Worked 

SCENE VIII: Retrieving the Ducks 

SCENE IX: The Dog Celebrates 

SCENE IX (b): Reveling in Praise 

Charlotte Stewart-Juby, soprano 

Patrick O’Donnell, piano 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Black Bull of Norroway ............................................................. Eric Paździora 

Text by Jane Yolen 

 

1. East of the Sun 

2. West of the Moon 

3. Second Star to the Right 

4. Straight on Until Morning 

Molly Pinson Simoneau, soprano 

Olivia Ren, violin 

Julia Marks, cello 

Kim Eloshway, flute 

Elena Forbes, clarinet 

Elizabeth Hill, piano 

 

 

Call-for-Scores Concert 2 – Saturday, September 15 

8:00pm, McNeir Hall 
 

divergent paths, ascending ........................................................ Andy Herring 

Shenandoah Conservatory 

AJ Milligan, soprano sax 

Andy Herring, tenor sax 

Jonathan Wyatt, trumpet 

Lenny Falwell, horn 

Paul Winch, trombone 

Chris Tillman, violin 

Rob Catinella, double bass 

 

Tombeau Enciente ................................................................Niklas Rodewald 

The Catholic University of America 

Natalie Groom, clarinet 

Kevin R. Mott, percussion 

Nathaniel Hoyt, cello 

 

Quartet No. 2 – Second Movement ............................................. Nora Marris 

American University 

Duo Shen and Sarah Paster, violins 

George Ohlson, viola 

Nancy Snider, cello 

 

 

 

 

Songs of Kalbasi ......................................................................... John Allgood 

George Mason University 

Text by Sheema Kalbasi 

I. Possession              

II. Dancing Tango 

Tanya Ruth Langlois, mezzo-soprano 

Ina Mirtcheva Blevins, piano 

 

Ocean Reflects Sky ...................................................................... Cody McVey 

The Peabody Institute 

Olivia Ren and Duo Shen, violins 

 

Storm ...........................................................................................Judith Shatin 

Laura Armstrong, tenor saxophone 

 

I’m Nobody! ......................................................................... Megan DiGeorgio 

Text by Emily Dickinson 

Christa Nuno, mezzo-soprano 

Stirling Bowlick, alto saxophone 

Daniel Heagney, marimba 

 

Protolith ....................................................................................... Paul Oehlers 

Nobue Matsuoka, marimba 

 

Botticellian Trees ........................................................................ Peter Dayton 

Text by William Carlos Williams 

I. The Locust Tree in Flower (First Version) 

II. The Botticellian Trees 

III. Winter Trees       

IV. The Locust Tree in Flower (Second Version) 

Katie Procell, soprano 

Sarah Jane Thomas, violin 

 

Decolonized Arabesques ....................................................... Nebal Maysaud 

Sama’i – listen 

Contrapunctus  

Laura Armstrong, alto sax 

Kyle Stalsberg, viola 

Ethan Foote, double bass 

Ethan Valentin, piano 

 

 

 



Spotlight Concert – District5 and The Boulanger Initiative 

Sunday, September 16 – 2:00pm, McNeir Hall 

 
Scrivo in Vento for Solo Flute ...................................................... Elliott Carter 

 

Fenice fu ............................................................................ Jacopo da Bologna 

 

Fantasy transcription of Morro, lasso, al mio duolo ......................................  

Carlo Gesualdo/David Plylar 

 

Non avra ma pieta questa mia Donna ........................... Franscesco Landini 

 
Delizie Contente Che l'Alme Beate ..................................... Jacob Druckman 

Wind Quintet and Electronic Tape 

 
Agnus Dei ......................................................................Guillame de Machaut 

 
J.II.9 fragments* .................................................................... Evis Sammoutis 

 

*This commission has been made possible by the Chamber Music America 

Classical Commissioning Program, with generous funding provided by  

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and the Chamber  

Music America Endowment Fund. 

 
 

District5 Wind Quintet 

Laura Kaufman Mowry, flute and piccolo 

Alison Lowell, oboe and English horn 

Zack Gauvain, clarinet 

Eddie Rumzis, bassoon  

Laura Crook Brisson, horn 

 

District5 Wind Quintet presents a fascinating program of contemporary 

music paired with iconic works from the 14th century Ars Nova period. 

Culminating in a performance of their Chamber Music America 

commission, J.II.9 fragments, by Cypriot composer Evis Sammoutis, D5 

continues to stretch the wind quintet repertoire through the centuries. 

 

 

***INTERMISSION*** 

 

 

Sonata for Horn and Piano ........................................................Sarah DuBois 

Katy Ambrose, horn 

Sophia Kim Cook, piano 

 

Sonata for Trumpet and Piano ............................................. Francine Trester 

 

I.  Moderato 

III.  Allegro 

Amy McCabe, trumpet 

Sophia Kim Cook, piano 

 

Laho ........................................................................................ Rachel Devorah 

Katy Ambrose, horn and laptop 

 

Framed .................................................................................. Cecilia McDowall 

 

1. Ball at the Moulin de la Galette 

2. Nocturne in Blue and Gold 

3. A Choir of Angels 

Amy McCabe, trumpet 

Sophia Kim Cook, piano 

 

The Boulanger Initiative presents a solo recital of contemporary women 

composers and their music for solo brass instruments.  These pieces 

represent an array of exciting new commissions and music that is 

becoming imbued in the standard repertoire.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW MUSIC DC – PRESENTER AND ENSEMBLE BIOS 

 

Born in 1973 in Santurce, Puerto Rico to Cuban parents, composer Armando 

Bayolo has been hailed for his "suggestive aural imagination" (El Nuevo Día) in 

works that are "full of lush ideas and a kind of fierce grandeur, (unfolding) with 

subtle, driving power" (The Washington Post).  His "music combines the audacity 

of popular music, the verve-filled rhythmic language of Latin America, and the 

pugnacity of postmodern classicism into a heady, formidable concoction" 

(Sequenza21), and "deserves to be heard many more times, and in many more 

places.  It is new, it is fresh, and it gets its message across" (The Charlotte 

Observer) "with quite a high degree of poetic expressiveness" (Music-Web 

International).  His music has been commissioned and performed throughout the 

world by some of today's most important musicians and ensembles and has been 

honored by the Fromm Music Foundation, the Cintas Foundation, the Festival 

Interamericano de las Artes in Puerto Rico, the MacDowell Colony, and others.  

As Founder and Artistic Director of Great Noise Ensemble, Mr. Bayolo has proven 

to be an "adventurous, imaginative and fiercely committed” (The Washington Post) 

advocate for contemporary music in American culture. His music can be heard on 

several labels and is available on his website, www.armandobayolo.com. 

- 

The Boulanger Initiative is a new Washington, D.C. based organization dedicated 

to promoting music composed by women through performance, education, and 

commissions. Our aim is to work towards greater inclusivity, and to enrich our 

collective understanding of what music is, has been, and can be. 

Performance: a concert series devoted to presenting music composed by women, 

past and present, striving to challenge established inequalities in concert 

programming.  

Education:  lectures, publications, workshops, school visits, and masterclasses to 

help expose students and audiences to the idea that women have composed, and 

do compose, music. 

Commissions: supporting the composition and performance of new music, to 

foster awareness, create possibility, and inspire creativity.  

Our performance series will kick-off with a music festival March 8-10, 2019, and 

continue with a full season of concerts in the 2019-2020 season. Every concert 

will be dedicated to presenting music composed by women. Our education 

programs will expose students, audiences, and everyone in between, to the idea 

that women compose music. Performances will be paired with panel discussions, 

school partnerships, and masterclasses to increase the educational impact of 

each concert in our series.  Through ongoing research, publications, and lectures 

we will continue to bring to light the overlooked and neglected compositions of the 

past, and we will also work with music schools, colleges, and universities to 

promote inclusivity and equality in music history curricula.  

The Boulanger Initiative is co-founded by Laura Colgate and Joy-Leilani Garbutt. 

Laura is a violinist who just completed a DMA specializing in women composers. 

She spent the 2017-18 season playing with the NSO, and for the 2018-19 season 

she will be the concertmaster of the Greenville Symphony Orchestra and the El 

Paso Symphony Orchestra.  

Joy-Leilani is an organist who is completing a PhD in musicology, specializing in 

French music composed by women. She has been awarded a Fulbright 

Study/Research grant and will spend the 2018-19 school year in Paris. 

- 

District5 is a daring Washington DC-based wind quintet that specializes in new 

music and new transcriptions. They are recipients of a 2016 Chamber Music 

America Classical Commissioning Grant with composer Evis Sammoutis and have 

recently performed at the U.S. Department of State, Library of Congress, Barns at 

Wolf Trap, Kosciuszko Foundation, Chesapeake Chamber Music Festival, and 

Washington Arts Club. In 2014, District5 gave the U.S. premiere of Karlheinz 

Stockhausen's ROTARY Woodwind Quintet.  

Their 6th season includes the premiere of a new work by Jessica Krash, new 

transcriptions, collaborations with local DC organizations, and a week-long 

education residency with the Virginia Arts Festival. 

- 

Michael Fili is an American composers and tenor who focuses his work in the 

promotion and live performance of contemporary classical music. His 

compositions are regularly performed throughout the United States and Europe 

and have received multiple awards on both continents. As a professional chorister, 

Michael has performed with many of the world’s leading orchestras, including the 

leading ensembles of Amsterdam, Baltimore, Berlin, Munich, New York, 

Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, San Francisco, and Washington DC. Michael has been 

active in chamber choirs based in Pittsburgh PA, Princeton NJ, and Washington 

DC. 

Michael is a co-founder and Artistic Director of the new-music 

ensemble StageFree Music, a Washington, DC region chamber ensemble that 

endeavors to produce intimate, comfortable, and engaging performances while 

supporting the work of living composers. Michael hopes his work with StageFree 

will help to make new-music more accessible and the live concert experience more 

inviting and engaging. 

Michael studied at Carnegie Mellon University, the University of Maryland, and 

Westminster Choir College, where his primary teachers included Leonardo Balada, 

Joel Phillips, and Mark Wilson, composition; Martha Randall and Charles Walker, 

http://www.armandobayolo.com/


voice; and Robert Page, conducting. He is active as a music educator, and 

compositions are published with Musikverlag Hayo in Europe, Transcontinental 

Music in the United States, and privately at www.michaelfili.com. 

- 

Composer David Froom’s music has been performed by the Louisville, Seattle, 

Utah, League/ISCM, and Chesapeake Symphony Orchestras, the US Marine and 

Navy Bands, the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, the 21st Century 

Consort, Boston Musica Viva, the Radius Ensemble, the New York New Music 

Ensemble, the Haydn Trio Eisenstadt, and the Aurelia Saxophone Quartet (among 

many others), throughout the US, Europe, and Asia. It is available on CD on Bridge, 

Navona, New Dimensions, Naxos, Arabesque, Capriccio, Centaur, Sonora, Crystal, 

and Altissimo; and published by American Composers Edition.  

He has honors from the American Academy of Arts and Letters (Academy Award, 

Ives Scholarship), the Guggenheim, Fromm, Koussevitzky, and Barlow 

Foundations, the Kennedy Center (first prize, Friedheim Awards), the NEA, the 

MTNA (Shepherd Distinguished Composer, 2006), and Maryland (five Individual 

Artist Awards). He had a Fulbright (Cambridge), and fellowships to Tanglewood, the 

Wellesley Composers Conference, and the MacDowell Colony. His biography is 

included in Groves.  He serves on the boards of directors for the American 

Composers Alliance and the 21st Century Consort.  He has taught at the University 

of Utah, Peabody, University of Maryland–CP, and, since 1989, St. Mary's College 

of Maryland.  Mr. Froom studied at UC Berkeley (AB), the University of Southern 

California (MM), and Columbia (DMA). His teachers were Chou Wen-chung, Mario 

Davidovsky, Alexander Goehr, and William Kraft.   

- 

Stephen Gorbos composes music for a range of ensembles and soloists. 

His music, described by the Washington Post as “warm and richly 

drawn,” and by chicagomusic.org as "pulsating with a sense of urban 

life," navigates a wide palette of genres and influences, creating a 

synthesis between styles as diverse as American rhythm & blues, 

western classical music, and Javanese gamelan. Stephen has had his 

works performed on four continents by musicians such as the Minnesota 

Orchestra, Spektral Quartet, the NOW Ensemble, Roomful of Teeth, and 

violist Wendy Richman. Recent projects include Aqua Vitae, composed 

for a consortium of 14 university percussion ensembles, Sounding Dawn, 

composed for National Symphony bassist Ira Gold, and The Initiation, 

an outdoor site-specific piece created with sculptor Dawn Whitmore at 

the Georgetown Waterfront Park. Recordings of Stephen's music are 

available on Sono Luminous by the Inscape Chamber Ensemble, and Albany 

Records by the Moores School Percussion Ensemble. Stephen lives in Virginia, and 

is Associate Professor and Chair of the music theory, history and composition 

department at Catholic University’s Rome School of Music, Drama and Art in 

Washington, DC. 

- 

Elizabeth G. Hill is an accomplished soloist, chamber musician, orchestral 

pianist, and educator. Her recent concert appearances include performances for 

the Embassy Concert Series in Washington DC, the Center for Jewish History in 

New York, and the Robert-Schumann-Haus in Zwickau, Germany. A devoted 

supporter of new music, her work in contemporary music ranges from solo to 

chamber performances, including premieres at the The Fringe Festival 

(Washington, DC), and the West Fork New Music Festival (Fairmont, WV).  

Elizabeth is the Principal Pianist with Baltimore-based chamber orchestra, 

Symphony Number One; a group primarily devoted to performing substantial 

works by emerging composers.  She is a co-founder of Meraki, a chamber 

ensemble dedicated to making a social impact through music. Most recently, her 

ensemble, Meraki, was awarded as a recipient of Chamber Music America’s 2018 

Classical Commissioning Program.  

Elizabeth’s principal instructors of piano include Drs. Lise Keiter, Eric Ruple, 

Gabriel Dobner, and Ralitza Patcheva. After receiving her early musical training in 

her hometown, Anchorage, Alaska, Elizabeth studied Piano Performance at Mary 

Baldwin College and James Madison University. She earned the Doctorate in 

Musical Arts (DMA) in Chamber Music at The Catholic University of America.  

- 

Lee Hinkle, D.M.A. is a percussionist and baritone vocalist whose percussion 

playing has been called “rock-steady” by the Washington Post. Hinkle is the 

principal percussionist with the 21st Century Consort. He made his Carnegie Hall 

solo debut in 2014 with the world premiere performance of Baljinder Sekhon’s 

Double Percussion Concerto for two percussion soloists and wind ensemble.  

Hinkle’s notable performances have included the National Symphony Orchestra 

as well as tours with Bebe Neuwirth, Bernadette Peters, and the American Wind 

Symphony Orchestra. With over a dozen published CDs to his credit, Hinkle’s most 

recent solo CD released in January 2015 “Theatrical Music for Solo Percussion” 

can be heard on Albany Records. An active percussion soloist, Hinkle has 

performed at universities, conservatories, and festivals both nationally and 

internationally as well as three Percussive Arts Society International Conventions. 

Hinkle currently serves on the faculty at the University of Maryland where he is Co-

Director of Percussion Studies. He also serves on the Percussive Arts Society’s 

New Music / Research Committee and is the President of the MD / DE Chapter of 

the Percussive Arts Society. Hinkle is a Yamaha Performing Artist and proudly 

endorses Remo, Innovative Percussion, and Grover Pro Percussion. To learn more 

about Lee, visit www.leehinkle.com. 

- 

http://www.michaelfili.com/
http://chicagomusic.org/


Katherine Kellert is a passionate and active multi-instrumentalist, music 

administrator and educator currently based in the Washington, D.C. area. An 

accomplished chamber and orchestral musician, she has appeared in recitals and 

performances as a soloist with groups across the United States, Europe and Asia. 

As an arts administrator, she has worked with a diverse selection of performing 

arts organizations to support various functions including communications and 

marketing, development, board building, web design and social media presence, 

performance logistics and internal staff administration. Since 2007 she has 

served as Managing Director of Great Noise Ensemble, overseeing the growth of 

Washington D.C.’s premiere new music ensemble from a grass-roots community 

collective to a nationally-recognized presence in the arts, and has 

coordinated their performances from intimate venues such as D.C.’s Sitar Center 

and Sumner School to internationally recognized spaces such as The John F. 

Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and The National Gallery of Art in 

Washington, D.C., and New York’s Symphony Space and the legendary Bang On A 

Can Marathon.  

- 

Ceylon Narvelle Mitchell II is a music entrepreneur, educator, and arts 

administrator in the Washington D.C. metropolitan area. Originally from 

Anchorage, Alaska, he earned a Master of Music Education degree from Boston 

University and a Master of Music Performance degree from the University of 

Maryland, in addition to a Graduate Certificate in Multimedia Journalism. Recent 

achievements include the Young Alaskan Artist Award and the 2018 Prince 

George’s Forty UNDER 40 Awardee in Arts & Humanities. Ceylon’s mission is 

keeping classical music alive, authentic, and accessible.  

An active freelance artist, Ceylon is the co-founder and flutist of Potomac Winds, 

a chamber music collective described by the University of Maryland as 

“magnificent, deeply moving, and a model of alumni pride.” As a music educator, 

he maintains a private studio and serves as the Potomac Valley Youth 

Orchestra flute choir conductor. Ceylon also serves as the founder of M3 Music 

Media Marketing, a multimedia organization. Tailored services include 

photography, videography, social media consulting, and more. Recent clients 

include The Clarice, the Arts & Humanities Council of Montgomery County, and 

numerous individual artists. Ceylon seeks to equip and empower his fellow 

performing artists for artistic and marketing success in a 21st century landscape. 

- 

Charles Perryman is a composer, arranger, banjo player, and teacher based in 

the Washington D.C. metro area. His original works draw upon his love for 

contemporary classical music, jazz, electronic music, and bluegrass. As an up and 

coming composer, Chuck's works have been recognized at national composition 

conferences and composition contests including the Society for Electro-Acoustic 

Music is the United States (S.E.A.M.U.S.) and the Pittsburgh Symphony Composer 

of the Year Student Reading Competition. Most recently, Chuck's unaccompanied 

choral work Demagogue won top prize in The Capital Hearings Young Composers 

Competition. Chuck is also the co-founder and director of operations of StageFree, 

a new music organization in Washington, D.C. 

Chuck has also produced orchestrations and arrangements for a variety of 

instrumental and vocal ensembles including the Fairfax Symphony, the National 

Broadway Chorus, and the American Pops orchestra and the Choral Arts Society of 

Washington. 

In 2013, Chuck completed a Doctorate of Musical Arts in music composition at 

West Virginia University (W.V.U.). He continues to develop and teach online music 

theory classes for the W.V.U. music program. Chuck earned a Bachelor of Music in 

composition from Shenandoah University in 2006 and a Master of Music in 

composition from W.V.U. in 2008. 

- 

William Robin is an assistant professor of musicology at the University of 

Maryland’s School of Music. His research explores how institutions structure the 

creation, dissemination, and reception of contemporary classical music in the 

United States. He completed a PhD in musicology at the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill in 2016 with a dissertation analyzing American new music 

in the twenty-first century through the lens of “indie classical,” and is currently 

working on a book project on the composer collective Bang on a Can and their 

participation in major institutional shifts in contemporary music in the 1980s and 

1990s. Recent peer-reviewed journal articles include “Balance Problems: New-

Music Ensembles, the University, and Neoliberalism” (Journal of the American 

Musicological Society); and “The Rise and Fall of ‘Indie Classical’: Tracing a 

Controversial Term in Twenty-First Century New Music”(Journal of the Society for 

American Music). As a public musicologist, Robin contributes to the New York 

Times and The New Yorker, and received an ASCAP Deems Taylor/Virgil Thomson 

Award in 2014. He maintains an active Twitter presence as @seatedovation. 

- 

Evis Sammoutis is Assistant Professor of Composition at Ithaca College, NY and 

Cofounder and Artistic Director of the Pharos Arts Foundation International 

Contemporary Music Festival, now in its 10th year. Most of his works explore the 

relationship between timbre and harmony frequently using unorthodox methods 

of playing musical instruments to create unusual musical landscapes. His 

compositions have been performed in more than 40 countries, awarded over 35 

compositional awards, scholarships and accolades to date (such as the Royal 

Philharmonic Society Award, the Irino Prize, the Andres Segovia Prize and 

Concours Dutilleux) and were commissioned by prestigious organizations 

worldwide (such as the Venice Biennale, Klangspuren Festival, ARD, Ernst von 

Siemens Music Foundation, Barlow Endowment, Chamber Music America, New 

Music USA). His music was selected for five ISCM festivals (Korea, Hong Kong, 

Germany, Belgium and Poland) and he was a Gaudeamus Prize Finalist on three 

separate occasions. Performers include Peter Sheppard Skærved (for whom Evis 

https://www.adn.com/culture/article/did-cabin-fever-skagway-knock-robin-williams-wagon/2014/08/22/
https://www.innovateprincegeorges.org/fuf2018
https://www.innovateprincegeorges.org/fuf2018
https://potomacwinds.com/
http://www.pvyo.org/pvyo-welcomes-ceylon-mitchell-as-flute-choir-conductor/
http://www.pvyo.org/pvyo-welcomes-ceylon-mitchell-as-flute-choir-conductor/
http://m3musicmedia.com/
http://m3musicmedia.com/
http://www.thecapitalhearings.com/2016/08/2016-ycc-top-prize-goes-to-perrymans-demagogue/
http://www.thecapitalhearings.com/2016/08/2016-ycc-top-prize-goes-to-perrymans-demagogue/
http://www.stagefree.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/m2y0owapictpkwi/William%20Robin%2C%20PhD%20dissertation.pdf?dl=0
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-the-society-for-american-music/article/rise-and-fall-of-indie-classical-tracing-a-controversial-term-in-twentyfirst-century-new-music/A204C5B93AFC374DD7DAF9D51DF31D05
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-the-society-for-american-music/article/rise-and-fall-of-indie-classical-tracing-a-controversial-term-in-twentyfirst-century-new-music/A204C5B93AFC374DD7DAF9D51DF31D05
http://twitter.com/seatedovation


is currently composing a violin concerto), the Arditti Quartet, Klangforum Wien, 

Neue Vocalsolisten, Les Percussions de Strasbourg, Ensemble Modern and the 

London Symphony Orchestra, among many others.  Evis holds a PhD in Music 

Composition from the University of York with additional studies on full scholarships 

as a composition Fellow at Ircam, Darmstadt, Voix Nouvelles (Royaumont) and 

Tanglewood. Since 2013 his works are published exclusively by the University of 

York Music Press (UYMP). 

- 

Jordan Randall Smith is the Music Director of Symphony Number One, Music 

Director at Hunt's Church, and Conductor of the Hopkins Concert Orchestra at the 

Johns Hopkins University. His leadership of Mahler's fourth symphony was praised 

by the Baltimore Sun: "The third movement, in particular, was quite sensitively 

molded." Conductor Alan Gilbert called Jordan’s conducting, “impressive.” 

A Bruno Walter Fellow at the Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary Music, Smith 

studied with Marin Alsop and Gustav Meier and conducted the festival orchestra 

in concert. Jordan has recorded six commercial releases and led over 50 world 

premieres. Jordan is also a student of early music, having formerly served as 

Apprentice Conductor of the Dallas Bach Society Orchestra and Chorus. He 

previously led new music group Ars Nova Dallas. 

Smith has mentored hundreds of young musicians in ensembles across the 

country and is currently the conductor of the Frederick Regional Youth Orchestra 

Symphonia. A Doctor of Musical Arts candidate in Conducting at the Peabody 

Conservatory, Jordan was invited to give a TED Talk at TEDxMidatlantic 2017 and 

is a contributor to Baltimore Magazine. Jordan makes his debut with Opus Concert 

Theatre conducting their production of Amahl and the Night Visitors in December. 

- 

Since 2016, Matt Testa has hosted "Coda," a radio program focusing on 

contemporary classical and experimental music, for WOWD-LP in Takoma Park. 

The program features occasional interviews with local classical musicians and can 

be heard every other Wednesday from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

at www.takomaradio.org or locally at 94.3 FM. By day, Matt is the archivist for the 

Arthur Friedheim Library at the Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins University, 

where he is responsible for making accessible rare materials from the Peabody 

Conservatory community. Matt is a frequent concert-goer and an occasional 

percussionist. 

- 

Roberto Vela is a Baltimore-based attorney, musician, and entrepreneur. As an 

attorney, Roberto represents clients ranging from individuals to Fortune 500 

companies in contract negotiations, indemnity claims and trial litigation. As a 

musician, he is the Organist and Music Director of Holy Cross Lutheran Church in 

Greenbelt, Md., and has appeared in solo and chamber performances in the 

United States and Europe. And as entrepreneur, Roberto is helplessly drawn to 

opportunities for innovation in his areas of personal and professional interest — 

including photography, a hobby in which he shares a US design patent as co-

inventor of a gizmo to liberate camera lenses from the tyranny of smudges. 

Roberto holds a BA with honors in International Studies from the Johns Hopkins 

University, a BM with honors in Piano Performance from the Peabody Conservatory 

of Music, and a JD from the University of Maryland School of Law, where he was a 

member of the school’s nationally ranked trial team and Executive Editor of the 

Maryland Journal of International Law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fsymphonynumber.one%2F&h=ATMm9CwICTqSp7WZMGvZc4UrH-WbFBHyLSz77I_exLRilS2zFuG3K-kpYDI5oZZO3HiVVsrS4dbRLF3pQlqQZL_VDYJLZfcwsgnBfVABk8eQWqmUHcLB5xLg9DJ-OLQEPNB4n_Y
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fhuntsumc.org%2F&h=ATNo54qVeAh25zP8deWB0HjO_Ac2iTEq-5-s85TCGOAJHV_TOTkwjlhihfySmNMuHJuz8oskW6-01MLq0KB4PMQbYZQNJ8M1BfokJ0tWWQ-JUx9lKf5uQAlhGKzDsgI94hPyDQw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fhuntsumc.org%2F&h=ATPZFutTzc_CNKbxecS8zgaWuhAbHmgjxElwwstPiWypan_i1Vo738mynbQQd-fdttMnjUqZM81m6QO5FJeQQXljn4JCW9fPtB1EyZbJlwWlevW3gAUM6JpYPV7UsvkKeX2siQOglxmgZ4h2TXB4
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.baltimoresun.com%2Fentertainment%2Farts%2Fartsmash%2Fbal-symphony-number-one-offers-mahler-saxophone-concerto-premiere-20150929-story.html&h=ATO6l4KzJV_4b_RmG1eNpRTO05LgO3YADG5bWJHFmNDvCNbaeJiimcRH-PngEsn39A0bD2RNyPxWqGtY78v6SzGtlU3LqnKScLD7SUW0iBQLEuCLwqvJZghRGvWemiGoJlR2VvM
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jordanrsmith.com%2Fblog%3Ftag%3DTEDxMidAtlantic%2B2017&h=ATN4xgxczTLyjK1KTZX5W6IM-7gaYBQNbrGbd8YDCp4RjcVsfiyxehi104Um9CyO4R03gzmCfbxe1w0sxFQhqZNjXF1GVXOKYOUZuedrxBltULjKHFiQQDAl__mU5xQ9-Hk8a0g
http://baltimoremagazine.com/search?q=jordan+randall+smith
http://www.takomaradio.org/


Special Thanks 

District New Music Coalition would like to thank the many presenters and 

panelists who gave their time and expertise to allow this conference to come to 

fruition, the Music Program at Georgetown University for support and use of its 

facilities, Arts Laureate for sponsoring concert recordings, the call-for-scores 

adjudicators (Molly Pinson Simoneau, Avery Pettigrew, Erin Snedecor, Erika Loke, 

Elizabeth Hill, and Inti Logan Figgis-Vizueta), Bob Grannan for his art and 

guidance, and the entire Washington, DC area new music community.  

 

 

On Campus Food Options for Lunch/Dinner 

The Leavey Center – Located to the North of New North Hall, past Harbin 

and Regents Hall (follow Tondorf Road and it will be on your left).  

Restaurants: Chick-fil-a (closes at 4:00pm), Royal Jacket 

Delicatessen, Starbucks (closes at 4:00pm) 

Leo O’Donovan Hall – Southwest of New North Hall, past the police 

station (follow Tondorf Road south and it will be on your right). 

Restaurants: Hilltop Bodega (closes at 2:00pm), Fresh Food Co., 

Whisk Pastry & Bake Shop (closes at 2:00pm) 

Healey Family Student Center – Located just south of New North Hall. 

 Restaurants: Bulldog Tavern 

Darnall Hall – Located to the North of New North Hall. Follow Tondorf 

Road past the Leavey Center and it will be on your right.  

 Restaurants: Epicurean and Company 

 

 

Wifi Account – Saxanet 

(Open access, should connect automatically) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow District New Music Coalition @DistrictNMC on Facebook, 

Instagram, and Twitter, and visit our website at 

www.districtnewmusiccoalition.com. 


