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Second DC Contemporary Music Conference Involves Even More Local Voices 
 
Silver Spring, MD, August 21, 2019 – District New Music Coalition’s second annual New 
Music DC conference will take place on September 14 & 15, 2019 on the campus of The 
Catholic University of America. DNMC’s fall community-building event creates a space in 
which the many threads of the DC contemporary music scene can come together. It is a great 
opportunity for music lovers to experience the latest local music and to connect with, and be a 
part of, this vibrant community. 
 
This year’s conference builds on the momentum created by DNMC’s inaugural event 
(September 2018 at Georgetown University), which brought together over 150 performers, 
composers, arts administrators, and audience members over one-and-a-half days. Like the 
2018 conference, New Music DC 2019 features three concerts of recent compositions selected 
through calls-for-scores open to DC-area performers, ensembles, and composers (student and 
professional). Two of these concerts will also showcase “spotlight” performances by local guest 
artists Meraki (Saturday evening) and Fuse Ensemble (Sunday afternoon). The Saturday 
afternoon concert will offer a non-traditional concert experience designed by Alec Davis of the 
Green Stairwell Concert Series. New this year, most conference panels and presentations 
were selected through an open application process, yielding a fresh slate of topics proposed by 
area musicians. Examples of selected presentations include: how the GoGo Symphony 
effectively markets to area audiences; and opportunities available to composers who engage 
with DC’s dynamic amateur-musician community. 
 
Also new to this year’s conference is a town hall discussion in which attendees will have the 
opportunity to voice ideas, suggestions, and concerns about the opportunities and challenges 
presented to DC’s contemporary music scene. This and several other events will take place on 
the expanded second day of conference activities. 
 
Conference registration includes all presentations and concerts; individual tickets to each 
concert are also available. New Music DC 2019 is presented in partnership with The Catholic 
University of America. Conference sponsors include the Friday Morning Music Club, with 
concert recordings sponsored by Arts Laureate. 
 
Founded in 2017, District New Music Coalition promotes the performance and appreciation of 
contemporary music by connecting performers, composers, institutions, and audiences located 
in the Washington, DC metropolitan area through concerts, conferences, and active 
community-building. DNMC’s current offerings include: a three-concert spring series by a 
rotating ensemble-in-residence; the New Music DC conference in the fall; and networking 
events throughout the year. 

#DNMCon19 
DistrictNewMusicCoalition.com 

mailto:districtnmc@gmail.com
https://www.districtnewmusiccoalition.com/
https://www.districtnewmusiccoalition.com/new-music-dc-19
https://www.districtnewmusiccoalition.com/new-music-dc-19
http://elizabethghill.com/meraki/
http://www.fuse-ensemble.com/
https://www.greenstairwell.com/
https://arts.catholic.edu/
https://arts.catholic.edu/
https://fmmc.org/
https://www.artslaureate.com/

